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Is nothing 
barred ? 


asks LAURENCE HOUSMAN 


RESIDENT Roosevelt has 
administered “a stinging 
rebuke” to the 28 clergy- 
men who signed the manifesto, 
written by Vera _ Brittain, 
against the mass-bombing of 
German cities. He justifies this 
indiscriminate bombing because, 
“in the opinion of an_over- 
whelming percentage of military 
authorities, it is shortening the 
war.” 

On this side of the Atlantic, the 
General’ Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland has agreed that the bombing 
of Germany and occupied territory 
must go on, because the Church 
accepts the Government’s statement 
that this will shorten the war and 
save lives. ~ 

Let ws see where the argument 
lands us. Does it means that any 
course of military ‘action, however 
monstrous, which shortens-the war is 
justified . If it does, then no limit 
ean be set to the wholesale destruc- 
tion of civil. populations, old and 
young, men, women and children, if, 
in the opinion of military experts, it 
has the4 most-to-be-desired effect. 
What it will do, in the lasting. em- 
bitterment of international relations 
in the post-war world, is not to 
count. The short-range view of the 
military expert is to, prevail over all 
other considerations. 


Rules of War 


We have long ceased to be bound 
up by the old rules of way which 
made certain courses of action inad- 
missible: most of them have gone by 
the board: we still keep a pious 
regard for a, few of them, either 
because the breaking of them does 
not seem either practical or advan- 
tageous, or because—if they have to 
be broken—we hope that the enemy 
will break them first, so that our own 
use of them may then be completely 
justified. 

The poisoning of the water-supplies 
of 2 coyntry is one of them. If it 
could be done on a large enough scale 
nothing would so shorten the war, 
provided, of course, that the enemy 
was unable to retaliate; for that 
might shorten it in a sense unaccept- 
able to the military experts; it might 
produce a stalemate of surprising 
suddenness. , 

But if we could arrange for its 
benefits to be strictly one-sided, 
would'the Church, in its present war- 
mindedness, have anything, to say 
against it? And if it did, would 
President Roosevelt, administer 
another “stinging rebuke” for its 
obiection to something which was 
going to shorten the war? 


If They Dia It 


And what about poison-gas? We 
are prepared to be very much out- 
raged if Germany starts using it, But 
if it were proved effective at the first 
send-off, before we had time to 
retaliate, would not Germany, accord- 
ing to President Roosevelt, be 
justified in her use of it? And after 
all, if once you decide that. to shorten 
the war you must exterminate whole 
populations, is there -anything to 
choose morally between bombing 
them out of existence, or doing it 
by asphyxiation? 

Be it remembered how very nearly 
Germany’s U-boat sinkings of a very 
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DID THE PREMIER READ IT ? 


White Paper plan needs 
an ordered Europe 


HE White Paper on Employment Policy is, in the main, an 
impressive document; for it indicates the agreement of the 


National Government (or 


the thinking section of it) on 


domestic policies which go far beyond any hitherto proposed by 


any of the national parties. 


electorate, which—in order to 
form any relevant judgment— 
will need to think harder than 
it has ever done before. Gone 
are the old simplicities: of a 
Socialism that was a pleasant 
dream, and a Capitalism that 
kept.itself in being.by the oper- 
ation of nature. 


The White Paper should bring men 
nearer than anything else has done 
to a realization that the old order, 
which broke down in 1931, and whose 
collapse was consummated in this 
war, has gone for ever. Whether the 
nation can struggle forward to a new 
one remains to be seen. The White 
Paper represents an effort to satisfy 
the universal demand for full emnloy- 
ment without recourse to political 
revolution: to combine the old with 
the new. . That it is, none «the less, 
a pretty revolutionary document, 
shows how much that is new is re- 
quired if Britain is to achieve the 
necessary minimum of stability. 


Living on charity 


PSHE Government hag not done 

much to prenare men’s minds for 
the policies it now advocates. Mr. 
Churchill’s political speeches express 
a mind to which the considerations of 
the White Paper are unfamiliar. To 
present Germany as the sole villain 
of the piece would have been im- 
possible to one who recognized either 
the need, or the implications, of a 
policy of full employment in a modern 
industrial nation. German National 
Socialism was a crude and_violent 
effort to solve a problem which 
Britain, with her greater ‘reserves, 
could afford to ignore for a few more 
years—long enough to reach a tem- 
norary and deceptive solution by war. 
Now the war itself has brought us to 
the economie condition of pre-war 
Germany.» Our reserves are gone; 
and Britain lives by charity—not 
merely colossal charity from USA, 
but a kind of charity even from India, 
for our sterling debt to India is now 
inereasing at the rate-of £300 millions 
a year! 


The difference 


AMNJHAT is the likelihood of our 
YY repaying it save on the despised 
German system of “blocked” marks? 
The difference between us is that 
Germany had no charity to live on— 


\when Stresemann pleaded for it, we 


turned a poker face—we, 
present, have. 

But the charity will come to an end 
with the war. And then what? 
Here again it is hard to believe that 
Mr, Churchill when he gave his 
recent speech on foreign policy had 
read the White Paper, still harder that 
he hatl had any hand in shaping it. 
The sentence in the opening para- 
graph would surely have caught his 


eye: 
“If. 


for the 


. , the necessary expansion of our 
external trade can be assured, the Government 
believe that widespread unemployment in this 
country can be prevented by a policy for main- 
taining total national expenditure.” 


LEVITY REBUKED 


HE Peace News fund has been enriched 
this week by much the largest hoard of 3d. 
pieces yet recorded. Mr. Pritchard of North- 
ampton—to whom our gratitude—brought to 
this, office a canvas bag containing no less than 
£8 worth of them! F : 
There is a famous passage in Lucretius to 
the effect that it is pleasant when safe on 
shore to watch the struggles of those contend- 
ing with the storm. It came to my mind as I 
read the kindly advice given by a correspondent 
who “had not had the experience of giving up 
smoking because he had never smoked.” The 
programme can be had on application. As one 
of those at sea, I complain ef the levity of the 
injunction: “Suck acid drops when in diffi- 
culty.” 
Contributiong since May 27: 4d. 
Total to date: £5,383 13s. 5d. 


7 THE EDITOR 
Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 


News, Ltd., and address them to the Account- 
ant, Peace News, 3 Blackatock Rd., N.4. 


£19 19s, 


ra 


é The question is whether, translated 
into practical measures, they will commend themselves to the 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


A colossal undertaking °'*:, 
JF it had registered upon his mind, 
his thoughts on the future of 
Europe would surety have been in- 
fluenced by the primary considera- 
tions that Europe was, before the war, 
the most important market for British 
goods; that the demand from this 
market must be notably increased if 
widespread unemployment in Britain 
is to be avoided; that to restore the 
European market .for British goods 
merely to what it was ig a big under- 
taking—to double it a colossal orie. 


Had those considerations been at 
work in Mr. Churchill’s mind, his 
speech would have been _ quite 
different from what it was. Judged 
by the necessity of the time, it, was 
the speech of a clever schoolboy who 
hopes to bluff the examiner. Even if 
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May it be 
brief! — 


T 9.30 a.m. on Tuesday, June 
6, it was announced that 
the dreaded invasion of 
Europe had begun. Dreaded it 
has been by every man and 
woman of imagination. The best 
we can hope is that it will be 
brief. In order to be brief, it 
must be victorious. We-have no 
belief in,‘nor desire for victory 
in-itself: but a-quick victory is 
now the best hope of a quick end 
to this massive suffering. 


Victory and unconditional surrender 
are not the same things. And victory 
would be quicker, and infinitely more 
beneficent, if the fighting were accom- 
panied by the offer of just terms. We 
do not believe that either Britain or 
USA or Russia is so besotted that it 
really desires to make a human life 
impossible for the German people. If 
better counsels are one day to prevail, 
let them prevail now, or they will be 
worthless. The present ordeal is 
largely the consequence of the belated, 
half-hearted and grudging justice 
that so slowly followed the injustices 
of victory in the last war. “It shall 
not happen again,” we say. The only 
way to prevent it is to be just—nay 


| to be generous, 


FOOD RELIEF ISSUE NOW 
~ BEFORE ROOSEVELT ? 


R. 
M Warfare, is in 


Dingle Foot, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Economic 
Washington 


discussing blockade problems 


with the State Department. The State Department has been asked by both 


Houses of Congress to reach agree- 
ments with Britain for the extension 
of controlled relief to occupied coun- 
tries other than Greece. “The admin- 
istration in Washington, of course, 
favours a relief policy,” according to 
a remarkable leading article recently 
published. in the 
Telegram. 

“But,” the leader continues, “it has 
allowed one British group?to block 
action, in defiance not only of 
American but also of considerable 
British public opinion. For more 
than two years the United States and 
other Allied Governments have bowed 
to Mr. Churchill’s blind spot on this 
issue. The time has come for him 
to respect the decision of his allies, 
and to let the food go through to the 
starving children.” ' 

The President’s own attitude -may 
be decisive, rs. Roosevelt recently 
attempted in a newspaper article to 
shift responsibility on to the military 
chiefs. Dr. Kershner -has_ replied, 
pointing out that: 

“The Constitution charges the President, 
through the State Department and as advised 
by the Senate with the responsibility for 
foreign affairs. Child feeding is a question of 
high policy. The President must meet the 
issue—he cannot avoid it by saying ‘it ts a 
high military question’. Even if it be such, the 
Constitution makes him our highest military 
authority and chief strategist. He is the 
Commander-in-Chief. He must decide. By 
doing nothing he is deciding the question in 
the negative but he is certainly not escaping 
the responsibility for having made that 
decision.” 


ONLY LIMITED SUPPLIES 


In a later Press statement Kershner 
quoted the recent» warning of the 
BBC to the French that “they had 
better store up supplies as best they 
could because the Allies would be able 
to distribute only limited supplies 
while the fighting was going on 
and for some time afterwards.” Yet 
message from Washington on 
May 31 reports that “shipments of 
American food under lend-lease are 
expected _during the next twelve 
months to be the largest on record.” 


The latest recruit to the American 
campaign is Clare Boothe Luce, 


brilliant author of “The 
Congresswoman, and wife of the pro- 


New-York World 
Y 


prietor of three of the most famous 
amonp America’s lavish _periodicals— 
“Time,” “Life” and “Fortune.” In 
a dramatic appeal published in the 
“New-York Herald -Tribune”~ she 


' writes: 


“It has been said that no man can be a 
patriot on an empty stomach. Whether or not 
this is true, can any man be wholly devoted to 
the cause of the Allies when a blockade insti- 
tuted by one of his Allies and endorsed with 
silence by another is helping to starve his 
children to death... 

“Would sending the proposed 61,000 tons of 
food a month (the Kershner Plan) to save 
10,000,000 children and expectant “mothers in 
occupied Europe lengthen the war by one day? 
The officials who mumble ‘strategically in- 
advisable’ have not said that it would, and they 
cannot say that it would ... In the name of 
a merciful God, I urge every one in this great 
and strong and Christian nation of. ours 


‘plead with the Administration for these inno- 


cent children of our allies.” 


CRISIS COMING 


Evidently ‘heavy pressure --will be 
put on Mr, Foot; he. may. feturn 
deeply impressed with the strength of 
American determination to extend 
relief. MPs of all parties’ will be 
waiting for him in the Commons to 
make yet one more plea in the name 
of the publie of this country. The 
biggest crisis in the controversy since 
the deadlock op Greece at the end of 
1943 is coming. Every letter to an 
M.P. or the Press counts now. Do 
your bit! 


NO RIFLES FOR 
LONDON C.0.S 


“f A CURIOUS position has arisen 


7 in Hornsey in connection with 


conscientious objectors,” says the 
North London Hornsey Journal of 
June 2.. When the Home Guard train 
with the local light rescue service 
they have to leave their rifles behind 
because conscientious objectors, who 
were directed into the light rescue, 
refuse to drive if the Home’ Guard 
take their weapons ‘with them... . 
Now the Home Guard march to the 
lorries in full kit, stack their weapons 
and do not touch them again until 
they march back to barracks.” 
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DESPAIR AND 
CONFIDENCE 


| PHERE are, we believe, two 

fundamentally different kinds of 
Christianity. Because the difference 
is fundamental, one must go to the 
foundations to understand it. 
Assuming that there is a solid his- 
torical substance to the .reeord of the 
life and teaching and the death of 
Jesus, two attitudes towards it seem 
possible to the human mind. One is 
to regard Jesus as am essentially 
superhuman person from the begin- 


-ning—the emissary and embodiment 


of God, who for us men and our sal- 
vation came down from Heaven, en- 
dowed with divine powers, which for 
some inscrutable purpose he refrained 
from using in a way which could 
convince his fellow-men of his 
divinity.” 

The other attitude is to regard 
Jesus ag a purely human person who 
had a vision of God—a new and revo- 
lutionary experience and conception 
of the Power that is the author of all 
being—and strove by word and act to 
communicate his vision to his fellow- 
men. He was feared and hated by the 
authorities of the Jewish theocracy, 


’ who seized him, condemned him to 


death for blasphemy, and had him 
crucified. His followers, who had 
abandoned him jn his extremity, after 
a. period of despondency, were re- 
animated by the conviction that he 
was not dead, after all, They saw 
him in a vision, and believed in his 
divinity. 

Those claim to be no more than the 
baldest outlines of the two attitudes. 
The one takes for granted that Jesus 
always was divine: the other main- 
tains that he became, divine. The one 
implies that the suffering of Jesus, 
being the voluntary suffering of an 
omnipotent God, was in some way 
unreal; the other maintains that his 
defeat was, humanly speaking, entire. 
It was the defeat of a man who, by 
being faithful to his vision of God, 
was involved in a cruel death. It is 
we who have to answer the fateful 
question: Did Jesus fail? If we are 
convinced that, in spite of all, he 
triumphed, we have made an affirma- 
tion about the nature of life and the 
nature of God. 

Christianity of this latter kind is 
based on the contemplation of the 
most terrible suffering thé human 
imagination can conceive. It makes 
what it can of what it believes to be 
the historical fact: that the most 
loving man of whom the world holds 
record was, by reason-of that love, 
involved in an agony of physical 
suffering and a spiritual torment in- 
commensurable with ordinary human 
experience. Theoretically, the sym- 
pathetic mind can react in either of 
two ways: either into absolute de- 
spair, or absolute confidence. But in 
fact it seems to be true that the mind 
which does faithfully contemplate the 
reality inevitably passes from despair 
to confidence. 

This kind of Christianity is, by 
nature of its origin, prepared to face 
the grimmest truth. It has already 
known the worst that can ever be, It 
does not need to pretend that things 
are other than they are. Still less does 
it need to indulge the illusion that 
Christianity can be «defended by war- 
fare. or that the deliberate devasta- 
tion of a great continent is, or could 
be,-anything other than pure evil. It 
is prepared to endure the agony of 
contemplating the extremity of horror 
that is now raging. It sees it as a 
giant crucifixion of the spirit of 
Christ, which is the spirit of the 
Divine-Humanity, and it knows that 
that spirit cannot die. 
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PRECISELY NOTHING ! 


OWLGLASS joins his voice in praise with those who 


A, FRIEND sends me a 
full-page advertise- 
ment from an 

American magazine, headed: 
“What’s Better Than Precision 
Bombing?” 

The question is not asked in a 
spirit of philosophic inquiry, for 
the people who ask it immedi- 
ately proceed to give the answer: 

“Nothing, perhaps. Unless it’s 


precision bombing” plus bigger 

bomb load and extra speed.”. 

And you don’t buy thousands of 
dollars’ worth of publicity space just 
to ask what you already know. 

Pm not saying people never do 
spend money just to ask questions 
that don’t require an immediate reply. 
I knew a man who wrote a_poem 
beginning with the question “What’s 
purer than a primrose pale?” and 
after getting it returned by several 
editors he had it printed on vellum 


and bound in leather at his own 
expense. 
But behind this advertisement 


there is obviously a motive other than 
mere curiosity gr the ecstatic contem- 
plation of good and beautiful things- 

Reading further we discover it. 
After a brief but enthusiastic pane- 
gyric of the Liberator bomber, the 
statement adds: “It so happens that, 
Buick builds those engines.” 


* 


(THIs modest, even shy dis- 
closure is, you'll agree, 
worth a few score dollars an inch. 
“Looking at the Liberator’s record— 
and it’s written daily in the papers— 
do you blame us (asks Buick) for 
taking a little modest pride in the 
fact?” 
We don’t. A detailed inventory of 
the targets—-military, industrial, 
residential, cultural. male, female and 


LETTERS TO 


needs must love the ; 
highest when 
they see it 


juvenile—which are daily and with 
such admirable efficiency reduced to 
garbage by Liberators alone, has not, 
I think, been compiled. ; 

But sufficient has been reported 
and photographed to enable us, if we 
have any imagination, to congratulate 
Buick upon attaining a foremost 
position in the van of progress. 

Indeed, contemplating this picture 
of the Liberator bomber, and the 
close-up view of the engines which 
propel it, we realize at last what 
Bishop Berkeley meant when he said, 
“Time’s noblest offspring is his last.” 

The purpose of the question, then, 
is established. It is to remind us that 
after the war Buick will resume the 
manufacture of motor cars for home 
consumption and export. Lest we 
forget. 

* 


NEVERTHELESS, the ques- 

tion has a wider signifi- 
Other people, for other than 
are repeatedly 
Better Than 


cance. 
commercial reasons, 
asking, “What's 
Bombing?” , 

And an. overwhelming weight of 
authoritative opinion acclaimsg it as 
among the noblest and most 
necessary of all human activities. 

It is not quite a unanimous opinion. 
Among the millions of Europeans 
now in process of Liberation from 
foreign oppression, are some who 
say they’d rather remain intact in 
bondage than set free in pieces by 
their Liberators. 

Nearer home, too; I’ have known 
disgruntled ingrates who, asked 
what’s better than bombing, cate- 
gorically reply, “Everything!” 

These are, I’m sure, exceptions that 


THE EDITOR 


What sort of education ” . 


AS @ CO schoolmaster at present 

torn away from his vocation, I 
am naturally- very interested in all 
these plans for a post-war Utopia. 
Frankly, I have only a partial faith 
in them. 

I would appeal to your readers, 
whether teachers, parents (who have 
a greater responsibility for their 
children’s upbringing than many of 
them seem prepared to accept), youth 
leaderg in boys’ elubs, scouting, 
sports clubs, and in all branches of 
religious work, or connected in any 
other way with the education of 
children, to decide now upon their 
plan of action. To wait for govern- 
ment action T think is fatal. 

The most depressing fact manifested by the 
war is not only the unstable moral character 
of the nation, but also its partial cause—the 
utter lack of ability to entertain and occupy 
-oneself. The cinema and the tavern are the 
only goa] of.the large majority of our people 
today. We must above all things educate for 
the Jeisure time which is likely to be abundant. 
-Never mind quarrelling as to religious tenets 
—let us at least have some religion in this 
pagan country. 

The view of the President of the Board of 
Education is most heartening. He does not 
wish to see military training of any sort in 
schools or young people’s colleges. Let us 
further eradicate the canker from our midst— 
I refer to Army Cadet Corps, Air Training 
Corps, etc. There is too much of the evil side 
of the Hitler Youth about these bodies. Volun- 
tary youth organizations with no political bias 


such as Scouting are what is required. 
Finally, a personal problem. As a C.Q. 
schoolmaster I wish to be honest with my 
pupils. Having stated the actual facts of any 
problem, to what extent am I justified in in- 
fiuencing their views? I think that the com- 
batant soldier is wrong to fight, but J respect 
his right to hold his own views. I do not wish 
to misuse the power I know.1 possess. to influ- 
ence children to my way of thinking, but in 
view of contrary influences in the press, the 
cinema, of individuals, how shalt I decide what 
is merely antidote and what is propaganda for 


My own views? 
R. J. SOWAN 
38 Ellerton Roa, S.W.18. 


I have been teaching for some time, and I 
often get boys whose work has gone to bits 
coming from standard schools. The usual state 
of mind they are in is to regard a mistake as 
a crime,,for which they have to fear punish- 
ment, or at least, my displeasure. [Is this 
desirable? And is it even morally justifiable? 
To me it seems an abominable crime against 
humanity, for to make confusion between guilt 
and error seems to me to poison the springs 
of life, 

On the other hand, I have Httle sympathy 
with the reaction which declares that work is 
relatively unimportant. I feel that it matters 
tremendously both in itself and psychologically 
that we should make the very best of our 
intellectual, aesthetic, and physical capacities, 
quite apart from vocation. To fail to get the 
very best out of children of which they are 
able seems ot me another blasphemy of a 
different sort. 

I should like to know if any of your readers 
agree with both these points of view. I am 
sure it is easy to agree with one of them. 

E. C. GILBERT 
Harpers, Pleshey, Chelmsford. . t 


The basis of religious faith 


Maurice Butcher’s valuable letter of May 5 
rightJy stresses the need for a revival of the 
religious attitude to life as the basis for a 
moral society. Is it correct to say, however. 
that our first need is for a “credible idea of 
God?” Our primary need, surely, is not for an 
“idea of God,” credible or otherwise, but for a 
direct experience of God, since it is only from 
such an experience that a true conception can 
arise. An idea of God, whittled gown or blown 
out to meet a modern scientific picture of the 
universe, is likely to be morally impotent 
without its prerequisite spiritual experience. 

What is the nature of this experience and 
how. may “it be obtained? Maurice Butcher 
rightly says that it ig dynamie in effect and 
not to be confused with abstract philosophies. 
I doubt though, whether the methods he sug- 
gests are adequate to the end in view, i.e. 
“education in the appreciation of vivid values 
in art, nature, ete.” Education, implying as it 
does, sémething ineuleated from without, is 
too superftcial in effect to produce a spiritual 
revolution. A high price must be paid for any 
profound spiritual experience and such a price 
ean only be paid by the individual concerned. 
If education has any role to play in a spiritual 
revolution, it should be used to re-direct the 
fandamental attitude to life upon which the 
appreciation of values will always depend in 
the long rum Religion and scientific psycho- 
logy might usefully co-operate on this task of 


re-orjientating the individual as a first step 
towards his spiritual liberation. 

J. G. MASTERS 
209a Wellingborough Rd., Northampton. 


Ig Mr.. Savage quite sure that he hasn’t got 


“his own values “upside down”? .One kind of 


religious believer, namely the Christian, be- 
lieves that God became man in Jesus Christ 
and died on the Cross, giving His life a ran- 
som for many. This would seem to be the 
infinite “brought into the service of the finite” 
perhaps? And then he tells us (1) what 
religion is, but (2) assumes the existence of 
God to be hypothetical. One would expect a 
dogmatic statement on the nature of religion 
to be preceded by faith, not followed by a 
hypothesis about the existence of God. 

Mr. Wellock has a very high opinion of 
Jesus Christ, but is afraid of restricting “the 
bounds of truth” by asserting that the Chris- 
tiat® religion is perfectly truthful, Yet Christ 
told us that He is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life: and belief in this would seem to be the 
foundation of the Christian religion. “‘What 
calls itself science changes as rapidly as does 
religion,” Mr. Wellock writes. It must chahge 
very slowly- indeed then—in fact, not at all: 
for the Christian faith does not change, since 
{t ia the Truth, and how can the Truth change? 

GEORGE LAME 


151 Kingsway, Burnage, Man-‘ester. 


| 2nd printing almost ready. 


prove the rule. Stop any true lover 
of liberty in the street and ask him, 
“What rights the brave and frees the 
slave?” and he wil] reply without 
hesitation, “Precision Bombing!” 


Phone up any representative De- 
fender of the Faith and say, “What 
cleaves in twain the tryant’s chain 
and makes his gyves and dungeons 


vain ” and you will get the same 
answer on the nail: “Precision 
Bombing!” 


Dissentient voices, I say, have been 
heard. But only to draw upon them- 
selves what Milton ,though not living 
at this hour, has previously described 
as “on al] sides, from innumerable 
voices, a dismal universal hiss, the 
sound of public scorn.” 


Look, for example, what happeried - 
to the Rector of St. Michael‘s, Lewes, 
who, for questioning the moral and 
practical value of bombing in_ his 
parish magazine ,drew from a high 
municipal authority the ex-officio 
opinion that he was “a blot upon the 
town.” 


* : 
WHENEVER the excellence, 
' utility, and  indispen- 
sability of bombing is seriously 


questioned, the invariable result is to 
draw forth from press, pulpit and 
parliament—yea, from “Convocation 
itself—the solemn assurance that 
upon effective bonibing depends the 
surviva] not only of our civilization, 
but of the Christian Church itself. 

I do not know whether the adver- 
tising manager of a prosaic manufac- 
turing concern would be startled by 
such a ponderous response to his 
purely rhetoric question. 

Anyhow, I think he. ought to know 
his question has been answered. 
Somebody, I feel, ought to tell him 


‘when he asks— 
“What's Better Than Precision 
Bombing? ”— 
| —all the angels cry aloud, and 


cherubim and seraphim, together with 
our legislators, lords temporal and 
spiritual, and leaders of Church and 
State in solemn conclave assembled, 
continually do cry— 


is “NOTHING, PERHAPS!” 


Think Straight ! 
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~ BOYS AND GIRLS from 


PATRICK FIGGIS_ 


Issued by PPU Youth Committee 


4s. per 100 or $d. each (postage extra) from 
P.P.U. Bockshop, 6 Endsleigh St., W-C.1 


HAVE YOU SIGNED THE 
PEACE RESOLUTION ? 
Enquiries and donations should be sent to 


UNITED PEACE CAMPAIGN, 


c/o DICK SHEPPARD CENTRE. 
48 DUNDAS ST., GLASGOW, C.1 


Cy 
Vera Brittain’s SEED OF CHAOS 


8s. 6d. 


R.H. te Messurier THE CHOICE 


Short stories by a well-known P.P.U. 


member is. 6d. 1s. 9d. post free. 
R.S. Malloné BLOOD AND SWEAT 


AND TEARS 
Pacifist poems. Introduction by Vera 
Brittain. 4s. 6d. 1s. 9d. post free. 


Howard Kent EDGE OF THE WORLD 
Short stories. 1s. 6d. Is. 9d. post free. 


Watch forse TRUE BLUE RECORD— 
Lord Vansittart “bitten.” In preparation. 


NEW VISION .PUBLISHING Co., 
!2b, Manor Road, London, N.!6. 
SSS SaaS eae 


Conseience and 
the War 


(7d., post free 8d.) the 48-page Ameri- 
ean Civil Liberties Union story of 
Americah C.0.s in this war. 


C.B.C.0., 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1 


ea 


AFTER .GANDHI’S | INDICTING THE 


RELEASE 


i Maa most important even} for a very long 
time has been Mr. Gandhi's release after 
18 months detention without trial, How will it 
affect the Indian situation? While it was 
purely on health grounds, the release is never- 
theless “unconditional” and it seems certain 
that he will employ his freedom to meet Mr. 
Jinnah and other political leaders and try to 
obtain the release of the detained Congress 
leaders. But while this seemed to indicate that 
the situation was more fluid and hopeful, Mr. 
Gandhi himself, on May 20, in a letter to Mr. 
M. R. Jayakar said, referring to his release: 
“T am not at all happy... I feel they will 
imprison me as soon as I am declared free 
from my present weakness. And if they do 
not arrest me, what can I do?” He points ont 
that he cannot withdraw the “quit India” 
resolution and saye that satyagraha is “the 
breath of life® to him, 

In this country, there have been a number of 
letters to the press from eminent people and 
deputations have gone to see Mr. Amery. On 
May 28, The Times reported that Mr. Amery 
had received a letter signed by Mr. Rhys 
Davies and ten other Labour M.P.s asking for 
the release of the Congress leaders and the 


1 RENOUNCE WAR AND / WILL NEVER 4 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge ta 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St.. WC 


setting up of a truly representative Govern- 
, ment. In his reply, Mr. Amery said that: 
“The position as regards those still in deten- 
tion is unchanged.” 


The Manchester Guardian in a leader of May 
19 pleads on new grounds for the reléase of 
the leaders’ and the setting up of a national 
government. “We can only give them the 
widest freedom to do their best and wish them 
well," the leader says and goes on: “Nor is it 
probable that a national Government can at 
this stage much increase India’s war effort. 
Where it may make a difference is at the most 


important crisis of all, at the Peace Con- 
ference.” 
The Indian Freedom Campaign collected 


signatures to a letter ending: ‘We believe that 
British public opinion would be solidly behind 
the Viceroy in any action to restore to liberty 
all the detained Congress leaders, and thus end 
a deadlock already too much prolonged.” This 
letter was >signed by Edward Thompson, 
Clifford Curzon and others, 

In another part of this paper you’ wil] find 
reported a letter to Mr. Amery in response to 
a letter addressed to the Viceroy by 112 Indian 
editors. It hag been good to see that there is 
some considerable body of opinion for the un- 
conditional release of the Congress leaders. 

A series of worth-while gmall meetings has 
been held recently, where groups were able to, 
ask questions and discuss the situation with 
speakers qualified to give information on India. 
Groups have also been able to arrange for our 
speakers ta address meetings of their local 
Co-op Guilds, Women’s International League 
ete. We shall be very glad to send our speakers 
to groups for such informative talks and would 
be glad to arrange for meetings evert in rather 
more distant districts. 

Our new leaflet ‘Why should India he free?” 
is now available at 1s. 6d. per 100 post free. 
Please send for a specimen copy to the Indian 
Freedom Campaign, 8 Endsleigh Gardens, 


W.C.1. 
ILSE E. PITTOCK-BUSS 


SIX-PAGE ISSUE 


Next week’s Peace News (dated June 16) 
will be a six-page issue ang will contain the 
first of a series of three articles by Wilfred 
Wellock and also an article by ‘Dr. Kenneth 
Melianby on the results of the seabies and 
nutrition experiments in which COs have acted 
as aubjects. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 
TERMS: 


Cash with order, except 
for series bookings. Copy by Monday. 
2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box 
No. 6d. extra.) Maximum length: 60 
words. Address for Box No. replies: 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


Owing to pressure on space we 
reserve the right to hold over adver- 
tisements and to limit the frequency 
of continuing advertisements. 

When corresponding with PN about 
an advertisement, quote its first 
words, classification, and date. 


tion; all 


44). 


ACCOMMODATION 


FOR ALL PROPERTIES to be let 
or sold in N.W. London and districts, 
apply to McCraith and Brooks, Auc- 
tioneers and Surveyors, 44 Market 
Place, N.W.11 (Speedwell 9888, 5 
lines), who will give special attention 


| Offers, 
Kent. 


A POLICY 


EARING the record of the 

Conservative Party to pieces 
is a fairly simple job and Mr. 
Victor Gollancz’s pamphleteers 
set to with a will. 

The latest of the series of indict- 
ments* has, we are told, been given 
an initial printing of 100,000; its 
predecessor, “Guilty Men,” has passed 
the 200,000-mark. 

These little books must be adding 
their fair quota to the utter weari- 
ness with the present-day political 
scene which is being felt everywhere, 
but the truly significant factor is that 
there is no sigm of the necessary com- 
plementary feeling — a’ widespread 
faith in some other political party. 
The plain fact is that there is little 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. 
form Vegetarian Guest 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 


S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Matlock 
(Station: 


HOLIDAY CAMPING hutg to let, 
Chilterns 
Radnage,, High Wycombe. 


wanted near Redhill, Horley, Surrey. 
15 Monmouth Close, Welling, 


political enthusiasm of any sort in the 


country today: disillusion with the .- 


whole national set-up is causing 
people merely to shrug their shoulders 
as every fresh betrayal of "principle 
takes place. 

The situation was aptly summed 
up by a Conservative MP who said 
to me recently: “The socialists are 
trying to create such a wind that it 
will blow the Tories out of Sffice, and 
politics acts on the swing-door prin- 
ciple: as one party is blown out, so 
the opposition swings in. Elections 
are not won by voting for people but 
by ‘voting against people.” 

Heaven help the political future of 
this country, already gravely en- 
dangeved, if our post-war govern- 
ments are largely elected on the 
principle of keeping the other fellow 
out. But. and we must face it, that 
is very likely to be the case: 


"THE INDICTMENT 


What do Mr. Gollanez’s books 

establish? That Tory MPs. have put 
private interest before public interest; 
that their policy led to this war; that. 
if they are maintained in power they 
will lead us into another war. Yet the 
other side of the picture, for which, 
as I have said, no very great 
enthusiasm is being shown today, is 
hardly one which is likely to give us 
a feeling of confidence, ; 
, My Conservative MP had some pertinent 
comments to make on this issue, too. “Take 
the example of a young man entering Parlia- 
ment without any private resources. He gets 
£600 a year and finds that parliamentary life 
is sufficiently expensive to make that appear a 
small sum. He marries and then his wife has 
a baby. 

“As a result of his speeches and his person- 
ality he knows there is a chance of promotion 
for him before long—and then an issue of 
principle comes up. What shall he do? Stand 
out and lose his chance of promotion, keep on 
at £600 a year with his growing commit- 
ments? Or lie low, forget his principles, and 
land himself with a £1,500-a-year. job?” 

An alternative, of course, is for a prospec- 
tive MP to get the support of a trade union. 
Then, when he is elected to parliament, it is 
soon made clear to him that the electors who 


*Your M.P. (Gollancz. 2s. 6d.). 


ALBUM wanted. 
stamps 
Wilkinson, 173 Kings Road, Kingston- 


small value of 


on-Thames? 


USEFUL 


Food R 
locks; * stationery ; 


House for 


modern comforts. A. and K.|28- 6d.-£1. 


TORIES ISN’T 


Geoffrey Pittock - Buss | 


reviews “Your M.P.” | 


placed him there are of no consequence and 
that if he dares defy his union's. instructions 
he will find himself without any financial 
subsidy, soon to be cast ,into the political 
wilderness. 

The record of the Labour Party shows all 
too clearly the fact that the temptation to 
follow the path of security at the cost of 
principle is a very real one indeed.- 


A PACIFIST CONTRIBUTION 


Ig the pacifist contribution, therefare, to the 
indictment of politicians and their parties, not 
the advocacy of some further scheme within 
the existing framework of politics, but rather 
the creation of a new politics in which the 
citizen and not the professional politician will 
be the central factor? 


Such a change must involve greater emphasis 
on the organization of society from the bottom 
against the tendency to impose from the top; 
it must involve pacifist groups becoming the 
spearhead of alert movements for the revivi- 
fication of interest in local affairs and the 
ereation of genuine citizenship. Maybe ulti- 
mately this Jocal unit of society can fing its 
expression only through the creation of the 
revolutionary commune: if that is the logical 
sequence today then the sooner the pacifists 
take the measure of their task the better. 


ODDMENTS: 


records. Exchange for books, articles, 
Box 462. 


REPAID - WITH 
INTEREST 


Something like three billion green 
blades of wheat that were sprouted in 
October from high-test Kansas seed 
(are) planted in Russia’s_ twice- 
scorched earth... . The grains hold 
special interest because they express 
the -appreciation” of 1,000 Kansas 
farmers for the 69-year-old gift from 
Russia of 16 gallons of Turkey Red 
wheat. . . 

The 16 gallons were carried to the 
US by eight families of Mennonites, 
fleeing from conscription into the 
Czar’s armies. 

Little did those Mennonite pac’fists 
realize that by carrying wheat to 
American shores so long ago_ they 
would by that act help Russia 
today... ‘ 

—6hristian Science Monitor, quoted 
by The Reporter (USA) Mar. 1. 


ANOTHER SENTENCE FOR 
BIRMINGHAM C.0. 


Christopher D. Moore was sentenced at- Bir- 
mingham Pelice Court on Wednesday, May. 31, 
to 21 days’ imprisonment for refusing to fire 
watch. This is his fifth term of imprisonnfent. 
He has previously been sentenced to 26 days 
and six months’ hard labour for refusing 
medical examination, nine months’ hard 
labour for refusing to comply with tribunal 
conditions and 21 days for refusing . fire 
watching. In all these sentences he has con- 
sistently refused labour on conscience grounds 
and as a result suffered further punishment. 


In the Canadian Navy, after transfer from 
the Royal Navy, A.B. Eddie, af Costorphine, 
Scotland, became a CO after four and a nalf 
years at sea, after his marriage to a Christa- 
delphian girl. After 40 days’ confinement for 
refusing to accept a shore post he has been 
granted a discharge. 
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to the requirements of paciflata. 


YOUNG LADY teacher would like 
to live with vegetarian food reform 
interesting family. Southgate or 
within easy distance Wood Green. 
Use of piano for serious practice. 
Box 460. 


FIND 


writing. 


power to serve through speaking and 


lessons 5s., 
Matthews, B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., 
London, N.W.3. 


EDUCATIONAL 


RECREATION Movement. 


and new 


Correspondence (also visit) 
classes 18. 6d. Dorothy 


H.: Le Messurier’s 
Hope of Glory’—a 


WEST END (1 min. Baker St. 
station), comfortably furnished room; 
sole tenant. Moderate use of electric 
kitchen. Bath “etc. Pacifist (man) 


. : paired; special terms to pacifisis.| FOR SALE. Books on botany, wild 
out ali day pref. Rent 30s. Box 461. Cook, The Mount, Noak Hill, Rom-|fowers, butterflies, etc., also Standard 
HOUSE, bungalow or cottage, rent| ford, Essex. Dictionary and other books, 
or purchase. | Wanted urgently by| LAMB BRAND typewriter ribbons.|myers..31 Gorsehill Rd., Poole, Dorset. 
couple and baby (18 months). Coven- Cleanest, clearest, longest, 88. 6d. ; 
try or near. Box 464. each, postage paid; 10s. three; 18s. 


YOUNG COUPLE require 2-3 
rooms, unfurnished, kitchenette, bath. 
Ealing district. Refs. available. 
Whiting, 17 Churchfield Rd., Ealing, 

W.18. 

ACCOMMODATION available 
(young lady). Vegetarian household. 
N. London. Share expenses and cook- 
ing., Own bed-sit. rm. Phone Mount- 
view 5049, er write Box 465. 


News. 


way has 


FOR SALE AND WANTED 
TYPEWRITERS: bought, sold, re- 


6d. six. Name models, colours, Peace 
Hardman and fons, 16 Pros- 
pect Place, Presto” 


ALLYSOL—After 


garlic its 
know Aliysel healing liquid, tablet& 
and sweet-smelling garlic ointment. 
Send for booklets about garlic. Please 
refer to advert. in this issue. 


dwelling Christ. 
Faith Press, 


LITERATURE, etc. 


interested 
national war resistance? Groups are 
invited to write to the War Resisters’ 
International, 11 Abbey Rd., Enfield, 


House, Euston Rd., London, 


CHRIST, THE Communist, 
new pamphlet issued by the Kingdom 
Post free together with 
previous literature 6d. from Secretary, 
21 Poplar Grove, New Malden. 

A MESSAGE to Christian pacifists 
of all denominations. 


Published by the 
7 Tufton* St., London, 
S.W.1, is. 8d. post free. 


taries. Western Area: 
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St. Albans Rivals 
Lewes”. 


YWVHEN Kenneth H, Sibley of St. 

_ Albans appeared at the local 
police court on June 1 charged with 
refusing: fire-guard duties, it was 
stated that this was the third occasion 
on which he had been prosecuted for 
the offence, and hig seventh prosecu- 
tion for fire-watching offences, com- 
mitted on grounds of conscience, He 
had previously been fined £2, £6, 
2s. 6d., £38 and £3, one summons 
having been dismissed. 

Appearing for Kenneth Sibley, who is a 
political objector, Denig Hayes (instructed by 
sthe CBCO) said that neither in the last war 
nor in this had a CO in the army heen court- 
martialled as Many as seven times, and while 
this was clearly an incomplete analogy by 
reason of the difference in gravity of both 
offence and sentence, the fact remained that 
only in oné similar case, that of George P. 
Elphick, had such a number of fire-watehing 
prosecutions been instituted against a CO. The 
Elphick case had tended to bring the local 
authority concerned into disrepute and Denis 
Hayes hoped that the City of St. Albans would 
take an early opportunity of reconsidering its 
attitude. 

The Mayor of St. Albans, Mr. Cyril Dumple- 
ton (in the Chair), said that so far as the 
Bench were concerned much of the argument 
had been misdirected. Kenneth Sibley had 
pleaded guilty to the offence and had aljso 
asked for a later offence to be taken into 
account; he would be fined £5. 


Arthur Rosewarne, of York, who has already 
undergone three sentences totalling ten months 
for his stand against war service. and war 
work, was sent to prison for a further three 
months on May 25 for failing to pay a fine of 
£100 for refusing a direction. The Chairman 
remarked: “It looks 48 though you are going 
to spend the rest of your life in prison,” 


TO OPPOSE POST-WAR 
CONSCRIPTION 


A two-day meeting of represen- 
tative American pacifist groups, held 
in New York in February, laid the 
basis for opposition to proposals for 
post-war conscription in the USA, 
which are already under discussion. 


es 


‘ 


Words of Peape—76 tel 
A pre-war Pledge 


We believe that the time has come 
when the world must have done with 
war in fact. in expectation, and in 
planning. We believe that another 
collision Between great nations would 
be an assault upon civilization and an 
offence against God . .. As patriots, 
loyal to the solemn promise of jour 
countries to renounce war, and as 
believers in a better future for ‘the 
world which our nations can help to 
secure:we pledge ourselves as imdi- 
viduals . . . to discountenance iany 
and all but pacific mgans for :the 
settlement of disputes or conflicta. 
—Statement issued as an outcome of 

the Kellogg Treaty and signed by 

ten Bishops and four Deans in the 

Church of England (reported in 


dividual members wishing to’ attend 
Week-end School to be held at Spice- 
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Devon, Cornwall: Alan Mister, “‘Lans- 
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The Guardian, May 24, 1929). 
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Patrick Figgis, 
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married C.O., intelligent, experienced, 
for farm 43 acres, 2 arable, rear 
pedigree Jerseys, milk several cows, 
work spirited horses, general farm 
work, ._ casual] help. Wife to work 
several hourse«in house.. Furnished 
cottage in grounds (5-roomed). Also 
2 experienced women for smaller 
farm, one to help in house. Furnisheg 
eottage. Mrs. Spencer-Watson, Duns- 
hay Manor, Langton Matravers,. Dor- 
set. Corfe Castle 252. ' 


WANTED, "HANDYMAN on ‘mall 
farm, Hants., also expenienced ! gar- 
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C.0., 30, married, experienced vege- 
table gardener, seeks responsible post 
with accommodation. South West or 
Midlands preferred. Box 463. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken. 
sington. Lectures every Tuesday 7 
p-m. Philosophy, genuine sdcial intr 
ductions. Consultations all problema. 


Street, 


latest book ‘The 
study of the in- 


It 
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MEETINGS, ete. 


VERA BRITTAIN will speak on 
“Food or Famine” at Friends House, 
Euston Rd., N.W.1, on Tues., Jun. 13, 
Send stamp for pro- 


FALLOWFIELD GROUP of P.P.U. 


12 at Portland Grove School, Fallow- 
field, Manchester, at 8.0 p.m. 


give useful advice. 


Good billet 
write particulars, Beckett. 


Hants. 


to C.06 on Jun. 
Howard, Burnt 
Bergholt, nr. Colchester, 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


is impossible to confirm satis- 
factory conditions of employment in 
all posts advertised in Peace News. 
Applicants who are in any doubt are 
recommended to consult the Pacifist 
6 Endsleigh Street, 
W.C.1, which will often be able to 


ASSISTANT wanted small 
farm, C.O, some experience preferred. 
100 yards farm. Please 


Farm, Marchwood, nr. Southantpton, 


DOMESTIC HELP required Suffolk. 
Good home, pleasant surroundings. 
Oak House, 


Western 8986. 
NATURE-CURE TREATMENT of 
disease (including eyes). Reginalg J. 
Bailey, M.S.F., N.C.P., Osteopath and 
Naturopath, 184 Hoppers Rd., Winch- 
more Hill, N.21. (Ex-Maidstone C.O.) 
Consultations by appointment. Posta) 
advice given, Palmers Green 7868. 


are 


Ax.¢ you a regular reader of Peace 
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to he supplied, every week 
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Foxhills 


Help to make more Peace News 
readers. Pass on your copy when you 
have finished with it. 


East 
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STRIKE DEFEATS 
DICTATOR 


‘CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE’ 
IN EL SALVADOR 


[TN its report of the resignation of 

Martinez, dictator of El Salvador, 
“Time,” the American weekly, says 
that it was “one of the few times in 
history when- the civil disobedience 
of an unarmed people had _ over- 
thrown a ruthless tyrant.” 

A military revolt in April had 
failed, largely, suggests Time, 
because its officer leaders did not arm 
civilians. But in “the days of terror 
which followed the revolt, all El 
Salvador was sheltering fugitives. 
Priests lent their robes. Protestant 
ministers helped.” 

During May practically ‘the entire 
population of HE] Salvador rose in 
spontaneous general strike. 

“Led by students and professional 
men, the nation stopped like a clock. 
The Dictator’s army deserted him; 
his cronies scuttled away.” 

The Dictator’s War Minister took 
over government, gave a_ general 
amnesty and agreed to hold power 
only until elections could be held 


PN PAMPHLET ON PLANNING: _ ; 


The June Peace News pamphlet will again be 
twelve pages though still at the usual price of 
a penny, In it Irene T. Barclay, F.S.1., sum- 
marizes the Barlow, Scott and Uthwatt reports 
on town and country planning and discusses 
the significance of the absence of decision since 
their publication, The pamphlet will be dis- 
tributed with the PN ‘issue of June 23, and 
readers who do not yet know this series will be 
wise to start from now by writing to Peace 
News or getting in touch with their distributor. 


Just Published 


“A NEW WGRLD ORDER” 
by Rev. H. J. Dale 


Price 1g. (by post 1s. 2d.) 
Foreword by Dr. A. D. Belden 


“The Rev. H. J. Dale has performed 
excellent service to the cause of Christian- 
ity by publishing his thoughts on the 
relationship between the Church’ and the 
present international situation. If all the 
clergy and ministera of Britain were as 
- loyal to the Faith as Mr. Dale, the march 
towards paganism which we are now wit- 
neers would be halted.”—Rhys J. Davies, 


THE STRICKLAND PRESS, 
GLASGOW, C.1 
Copies can be obtained from the Author, 
Quainton, Aylesbury, Bucks, or the P.P.U. 
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THE HEALING POWER 
OF GARLIC 


A herbal remedy with 
5000 years of history 


“if garlic is not a universal remedy and a 
renewer of health and youth, it appears 
at- least to come nearer to that dream 
than any known thing given by nature 
for the use of man.”’ 


Rheumatism and Catarrh dissolved 
at their root 
Get to know ALLYSOL, the healing 
and purifying power of garlic with- 
out the garlic smell 
ALLYSOL imparts NO TAINT to 
breath or person 


Send stamps 5d. for TWO 24-page 
Booklets of Life-conserving information 
CUT THIS OUT AND SAVE IT 
(special reason) 

GARLIC DEODORISED ANTISEPTIOS Ltd. 
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| Beating the enemy | 
is not a policy 


‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED | 


Parliament were the examiner, it 
hardly succeeded: but the real 
exammer is history, and that will 
pronounce that Mr. Churchill’s 
foreign policy is of a kind that makes 
nonsense of the White Paper. It 
denies the postulates of any increase 
in our trade with Europe. 


Credentials for Franco 


A T a moment when it was im- 

perative, if only for the sake of 
our future domestic stability, to give 
bewildered and benumbed Hurope— 
including Germany—the vision of an 
ordered future on which to centre its 
thought, Mr. Churchill throws in his 
hand. Instead of offering Europe an 
order better than the German, he 
offers Europe no order at all, except 
that of combination in helping to beat 
Germany. Even that futile criterion 
is applied quite capriciously. General 
Franco is received, with honours, into 
the goodly company—General Franco 
who was the creation of Mussolini 
and Hitler in their hey-day, and has 
never pretended that he wants to help 
to beat either. No, European can 
make sense of this contradiction; 
neither can any. American. Even 
President Roosevelt has to dissociate 
himself publicly from it. 

While the State Department is 
putting the Argentine into coventry, 
for no offence at all except a deter- 
mined neutrality, Mr, Churchill is 
giving Franco Spain full credentials 
—Guernica and all—as' a crusader 
against Nazism. 


Disturbing opportunism 


‘THIS opportunism, proclaimed 
when the biggest and perhaps” the 
bloodiest battle in British history is 
about to begin, is deeply disturbing. 
For what is the British people fight- 
ing? Mr. Churchill would say, as he 
has always said, to beat Germany. 
That is enough for him. At any time 


4 


in his cateer it would have been a. 


sufficient motive for him—to_ beat 
somebody. His hands have always 
been itching to get at the controls for 
that purpose. But in 1944 it is worse 
than an anachronism. To beat an 
enemy is not a policy, but a passion— 
and an unreasoning one. Burke once 


wrote to Fox: 

“There is something so weighty and decisive 
in the events of war, something that so com- 
pletely overpowers the imagination of the vul- 
gar, that all counsels must, in a great degree, 
be subordinate to and attendant upon them.” 


If, at this erisis in the history ‘of 
Britain, of Europe and the world, 
the imagination of the vulgar is still 
to overwhelm all counsel, what kind 
of future can Britain hope to enjoy? 


The Pope’s comment 


[N his recent broadcast (May 2) the 

Pope spoke his mind on the 
demand for unconditional surrender. 
Quoting Cicero’s: “Victory is by 
nature insolent and haughty. Com- 
plete victory or complete destruction 
*there is’ no other alternative for 


peoples or nations,” he said: 

“Once this thought is infused into the mind 
it turns even those who by nature would be 
inclined to accept a reasonable peace. Those 
possessed by such a thought carry on, as if in 
the grip of a hypnotic dream, through unheard- 
of sacrifices, dragging others with them into a 
conflict of exhaustion, whose spiritual and 
social consequences threaten to become the 
curse of the future. It is therefore of the 
highest importance that htenest salutions be 
found—solutiony which are not merely partly 
successful but true and, endurjng, so that in 
the days of peace no new threat can evolve.” 


I am not pretending that “true and 
honest solutions” are easy to find: but 
TY am convinced that they could be 
found if there were only the desire 
and the will to find them. If the 
punishment of Germany is necessary. 
surely Germany has been punished 
enough by now. To go on and on 
indicates that the purpose is, whether 
conscious or unconscious, to destroy 
Germany. To destroy Germany is to 
destroy Europe: and, in the upshot, to 
destroy .ourselves. - 


Britain’s one chance 


‘THE point has now been reached 

when Britain cannot retain her 
place among the great powers by her 
material resources. If the criterion 
is material power, Britain with the 
Commonwealth included now ranks 
third: in another twenty years she 
may be fourth: Her one chance of 
remaining the equal ef the powers 
whose material resources are greater 
than her own ‘is to achieve a moral 
influence that will supply the 
deficiency in material power.: That 


IDEALS AND IDEOLOGY 


A sailor and a soldier discuss the purpose of the war 


For years the Peace Pledge Union 
has maintained that even if an 
ideological war is possible the nature 
of man will not allow it to end as 
such. And now Mr. Churchill comes 
to the great conclusion, this war is 
growing less ideological. Of course 
it is. And for once Myr, Churchill 
voices the mind of the people. 

A correspondent to the National 
News-Letter can write, “this war is 
losing its meaning.” The editor can 
write, “the political and spiritual pur- 
pose of the war has become dimmed.” 
At least, we are beginning to know 
where we stand. aie 

In my present position in the Navy 
I get the chance of coming across 
guite a wide number of fighting folk, 
and frankly they are fed-up. Only 
a few still think of-the arsenal of 
democracy. And some of those have 
their misgivings. . 
K. C. TREADER 
(Ordinary Seaman, R.N.) 


* 


WIXHE prospects of an early victory 

are certainly remote. Even re- 
moter is any prospect of the emer- 
gence of a just peace from such a 
victory. Even if we discount Ger- 
many, Japan* is already well en- 
trenched in her newly acauired 
territories and could only be removed 
from them at a cost of terrible blood- 
shed and suffering. If it be true that 
she has already granted Burma and 
the Dutch East Indies their independ- 


BRITISH AUTHORS RESPOND 


TO INDIAN APPEAL 


Recently the editors of 112 Indian 
newspapers appealed to the Viceroy 
to release Indian political prisoners 
and to enable the Indian political 
parties to form a Government respon- 
sible to the Indian people. A num- 
ber of British authors and journalists 
have. written to Mr. Amery, desiring 
to associate themselves with the 
appeal of their Indian colleagues. 
“Our satisfaction at the release of 
Mr. Gandhi,” they wnite, “would be 
complete, if his comrades were free.” 

Signatories to the letter include H. N. Brails- 
ford, Vera Brittain, Fenner Brockway, George 
Catlin, G. D. H. Cole, Frances Creed (Editor, 
The Torch).} Jon Evans, E. M. Forster, Victor 
Gollancz, Walter Greenwood, Stephen Hob- 
house, Frank Horrabin, John Hoyland, Emrys 
Hughes (Editor, Forward), Julian Huxley, C. 
E. M. Joad, Harold Laski, Ethe] Mannin, John 
Middieton Mtrry, Naomi Mitchison, B. 
Priestley, Herbert Read, Reginald Reynolds, 
F. A. Ridley, J. M. Simmons (Editor, Birming- 
ham Town Crier), Olaf Stapledon, Tom 
Wintringham, Laurence Housman. ~* 


Saved child in R.A.F. Raid 


«GERMAN DECORATION FOR BRITISH 
PRISONER 


Private Tommy Hazlewood, of 
Ellesmere Port, Cheshire, has been 
presented with a German decoration 
for saving a child’s life during an 
RAF raid on Germany. 

Hazlewood, a prisoner of war, ‘was 
ordered to Berlin to receive his 
award. 

This news was brought by ga re- 
patriated prisoner, Private William 
Nigel Agnew, of  Easton-road, 
Chester, 


PEACE TOYS FOR PLAISTOW 


At one time N.F.S. toymakers of No. 36 Fire 
Force Area used to make miniature battleships, 
Spitfires, tommy guns. and invasion barges, 
but none of the last delivery of toys at 
Plaistow-road Day Nursery were in any way 
connected with the war. 

Leading Fireman H. W_. Rogers «explained 
that the firemen had stopped making toys 
associated with the war, as they did not wish 
to foster militarism, 


can only be done by making it clear 
to the people of Europe that Britain 
stands for a principle. This is, of all 
moments in our history, the last to 
be guilty of- unprincipled oppor- 
tunism, ar governed by blind tury. 
If we are, we shall pay a heavy price 
for it. , 

Unless Britain takes responsibility 


for ¢reating a Europe at peace, 


because its peace is based on -prin- 
ciples of justice. the nation will not 
only look in vain for the necessary 
revival of its export trade, and thus 
be condemned to a lowering of its 
standard of life: but it will be left in 
the lurch by USA, whose Isolationism 
is merely biding its tjme—see- The 
Economist, June 3—waiting to exploit 
the wave of disillusion and disgust 
which (its proponents confidently ex- 
pect) will follow the conclusion of a 
peace without principle in Europe, 


ence in return for certain important 
trading rights, Britain may well find 
herself waging another bloody war 
in the Far East in defiance of the 
Atlantic Charter! In any case the 
record of the white peoples in the Far 
East is far from satisfactory or above 
reproach. It is atso noteworthy that 
Britain and Holland acquiréd these 
territories in the past by methods 
which, if now employed by other 
Powers, she would be the first. to 
stigmatize as aggression. 

Surtly a more satisfying alternative 
than endless militarism is capable of 
presenting itself? Does it really 
matter who possesses what so long as 
every nation is permitted access to 
raw materials by means of legitimate 
trading facilities? 

Mr. Howard K. Smith, the well- 
known anti-Nazi author of the book 
“Last’ Train from Berlin,” himself a 
resident in Germany~ until Pearl 
Harbour, testifies that only a minority 
of ‘the German. people are war- 
minged, and that the majority are 
against war. He has no doubts him- 
self that the war is being needlessly 
prolonged, perhaps -by years, by 
reason of the stupidity of Allied nro- 
paganda, which, instead of assuring 
the German people of better and 
fairer treatment than they received 
before the war, keeps them united 
behind the Nazis by _ threats of 


punishment. 
PAT A. ROSSITER. 
(Private, R.A.S.C.) 


{S NOTHING | 
BARRED ? 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


select and militarily essential part of 
our civil population in the last war 
came to shortening it in Germany’s 
favour. It was within an ace 
doing so; but we were not allowed 
to know that till the war was well 
over. We were full of denunciation 
then of the means Germany em- 
loyed to that desired end. 

But had she succeeded) would not 
Germany have been justified? Is it 
only those who are crusading in the 
cause of Christ against the powers of 
Hell, who are justified in using un- 
christian methods. for their des- 
truction ? 

But do those who (in their keen 
desite to shorten the war) support 
this mass-bombing of populations, 
give any thought to the fact that it 
is here and now killing all hopes we 
could ever have had for winning the 
neace? Poison-gas has not yet been 
used; but the peace has already been 
irremediably poisoned by a process 
against which only 28 clergymen in 
the United States have had the 
courage and honesty to protest. 
Should not the stinging rebuke be 
more appropriately addressed else- 
where? , 


SWEDISH’ CALL FOR 
‘INTERNATIONAL’ 


A cail for a revival of the “Socialist 
International” and for collaboration 
of all Social Democrats to work out 
a common programme of peace was 
made by the Swedish Minister for 
Social Affairs, according to Reuter 
(Observer, June 4). 

“The intensive discussions about 
the shape of the post-war world make 
it imperative to re-establish the 
Socialist International,” he declared. 

“When I saw the draft policy of 
the British Labour Party for a re- 
construction after the- war I “could 
not suppress my surprise. ‘I could see 
only ene explanation, and that. was 
that the Labour Party is now far too 
isolated and has not the necessary 
contact with Socialist support in 
Scandinavia and large parts of the 
Continent.” 


INTERNATIONAL POLICE ° 


Despite the cancellation of the Labour Party 
Conference the Labour Pacifist Fellowship held 
its fourth annual general meeting in, London 


Increased activity was en- 
In recording 


on Whitsunday, 
visaged during the coming year. 
its criticism of the new declaration of the 
Labour Party on foreign policy for ita lack of 
accord with pacifist principles it decided not to 
oppose proposals for an international police 
force, which it regarded as a step towards the 
limitation of state sovereignty and the estab- 
lishment of international government. 
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